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Welcome to all our friends, supporters and anyone involved with helping our near neighbours having the best
opportunities to grow, develop and live a healthy life. We are but one small group in North East Victoria, within
Indigo Shire, but part of a world wide movement that supports activity in Timor Leste.
The past twelve months has been difficult for everyone from a COVID 19 perspective, but also with the impacts of
the flood in Dili, particularly. Hopefully most towns and people are on the road to recovery and that support
continues to arrive to help.
Our fundraising opportunities have greatly diminished but it is very pleasing that our regular donors keep on making
their donation to this worthy cause.
On Atuaro island and mainland Timor Leste, there have been some challenges and thus some of our projects like the
construction of composting toilets, have not proceeded as planned. Out students have also been kept out of
university and at times, revert back to living at home again for a short time. However, most are now doing well and
are back at the university. We have had a number graduate this year.
Our transition to an incorporated association is concluded and to date, has not created any unsurmountable
challenges. As noted in the last newsletter, one of the changes requires all donors etc to become members and this
can be undertaken by simply completing an online /written membership form and returning it to the membership
secretary. We have 30+ members under this new scheme and expect those numbers to continue to rise due to our
strong relationship with East Timor and Atauro Island in particular. This friendship is something the people of Indigo
Shire still highly value. Specific projects allow the citizens of Indigo to be part of the lives of the people of Atauro. The
on-going nature of many of these the programs means the relationship is growing and sustainable.
I wish to thank all the donors and sponsors, the committee members who work tirelessly and our contacts (friends)
in Timor Leste for all their involvement in so many ways. Let us all be thankful that the impacts of COVID to date
both in Australia and Timor Leste remain at such low levels. Take care.

The impact of Cyclone Seroja in Dili
The photos below were posted as images on the internet following the massive storm and damage that
accompanied Cyclone Seroja’s passage across East Timor’s main island and capital city Dili. HIAM Health is a NonGovernment Organisation (NGO) that works with families to improve nutrition levels across East Timor. They have
worked extensively on Atauro Island .One of Indigo /Atauro Friendship‘s very early projects was collaborating with
HIAM Health. You can see from the pictures that the buildings and gardens of Hiam Health have been severely
damaged by the storm and associated floods.
Indigo Shire/Atauro Island Friendship Inc. has donated $1000 to assist HIAM Health to rebuild and recover from the
storm and flood damage.
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Top Left: HIAM Health (HH) Office after Flood
(HH post)

Top right: Dili street after cyclone (Aljezera
news)

Bottom left: HIAM Health Garden (HH post)

Bottom right: Hiam Health nutritional
instruction (HH post)

Storm Damage and the Impact of Covid 19 on Atauro
The storm moved across the 30+ kms of ocean and caused serious damage in some parts of Atauro Island. There was
not widespread damage on the island rather serious pockets.16 houses were badly damaged while many others
suffered some damage.
2020 saw only a few Covid 19 cases that were confined to Dili. Outbreaks of Covid have increased considerably in
2021.So far there have been limited cases on Atauro.
Even though serious storm damage was avoided and there has been limited direct Covid influence on Atauro the
impact of these two disasters has been great on the people of Atauro.
Restricted access to food markets and limited supplies in the shops have meant that many families have had food
supplies severely reduced.
The ferry has not been running between Dili and Atauro. This has meant the transport of relief supplies has been
restricted. Resulting in hunger for many families. No ferry means no tourists or business visitors. This means no
income for families involved in the hospitality and transport industries.
With regular ferry services reduced, many private boats have been used to transport people, goods and services.
These boats are often not equipped for heavy weather and recently one capsized causing four people on board to
drown.
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Indigo/Atauro Friendship Inc. has donated $1000 US to purchase emergency food supplies. These supplies will be
distributed by the Island Administrator.
Indigo/Atauro Friendship Inc. has commissioned the Boneca Womens Co-op to make 500 face masks (cost of $500).
These masks will be distributed to those on the island at greatest risk of having Covid contact.
Roman Luan (RLO) and community work
We are very fortunate to have Roman Luan (a locally based non-government community organisation) as a partner
in our friendship activities with the Atauro community. One of their project officers Marcelo Soares works part-time
as the facilitator of our activities. This has been especially important over the past two years because visits by Indigo
community members have not been possible. He organises the student scholarship program and acts as a mentor for
the students during their studies. He is responsible for developing and overseeing the local work teams that
construct the composting toilets. Over the years he has hosted many Indigo community visitors and is always willing
to help with either large or small activities. We are grateful to the Indigo shire for the community grant that pays
Marcelo for his work.
Roman Luan is organising a program of Climate
Change mediation workshops. One of the
projects they are promoting within the
communities of Atauro is a natural fence to
help control the rising sea level.
Left: a photo of a recent community meeting
held at Uro Ana to discuss the proposal.

Roman Luan is involved in all facets on Atauro life as shown below

Opening of the alternative road to the
village of Arlo.

A cultural reception by the Parishes to the
visitation of Mother Mary to Atauro.
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Student Scholarships
Friends of Atauro currently support eight students in their tertiary studies. Four of these students have individual
sponsors and four are supported by Indigo community members who generously make regular payments to the
Indigo Shire Atauro Island Friendship Inc. We thank all of those who have contributed to the success of these
students.

Graduating students

Above: Germano de Araujo at his graduation ceremony in May 2021. Germano graduated in the field of geology
from the University National Timor Leste (UNTL).
Many congratulations to Germano on his graduation and also a big thankyou and congratulations to the Beechworth
Uniting Church for supporting Germano over the 5 years of his studies. This brings the number of Tertiary graduates
sponsored by Indigo to 10.
Herminia da Costa Soares also completed Certificate 2 Hospitality at Tibar College.

New Students in 2021

Juvinal Gabriel Soares with his parents in Makili.

Eva de Araujo Lopes with her parents in Makili.

Indigo Shire Atauro Island Friendship Inc.

Left: Indigo/Atauro facilitator
Marcelo with the students and
their families explaining to them
their responsibilities under the
Indigo student scholarship
program.

Marcelo says both students achieved very good results in secondary school. In fact Juvinal was rated in the top 3
students in East Timor in 2020.
We wish them well in their planned studies at the National University in Dili. Juvinal is aiming to be a doctor and Eva
a laboratory scientist.

There are always opportunities for new sponsors. If you are interested, please contact Libby Hosking (sponsorship
co-ordinator) email: libbyho55@gmail.com

Indigo Youth Ambassadors
Students within Indigo Shire will again be offered the Youth Ambassador program in the coming year after it was
cancelled this year. These students will be undertaking some fundraising which will go toward projects sponsored by
the Indigo Atauro Friendship Committee. The commitment by the Youth Ambassadors is to be commended.

Composting Toilets
Thanks to the on-going support of the Kiewa/Tangambalanga Lions Club and Indigo Shire’s Youth Ambassadors
(representatives of the Shire’s primary schools) the construction of composting toilets in the Makadade and Makili
areas has continued through difficult times. Marcelo and his local construction teams have had to overcome very dry
conditions in 2020 (limiting the water available for concrete), storm damage in 2021 and restrictions imposed by
Covid (limited supplies because ferries not running).Two toilets recently completed are shown below.
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St. Mary’s Cave toilet sponsored by
the Indigo Shire Youth Ambassadors.

Hahi Pa’an family toilet sponsored by
the Kiewa/ Tangambalanga Lions Club.

The committee received two video clips of Atauro community members thanking the sponsors for the funds to make
these toilets. They can be viewed on the Roman Luan’s (ROLU) face book page. Indigo/Atauro Friendship thanks
these groups for their on-going support.

Left: Plaque acknowledging the ongoing
support of the Kiewa Tangambalanga Lions
Club with the composting toilet project.
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Communications
The friendship group has a new website. Check it out! www.indigoataurofriendship.com.au
If you have a suggestion or contribution for the website please contact Jess Johnston.
Email: jess.johnston@indigohshire.vic.gov.au

Finances
Bank Balance as of 30th June 2021 was $15,760.72 and again we thank all sponsors and donors and council. The
steady donation/sponsorship income sees the Association in a sound financial position.

Indigo Shire Atauro Island Friendship Inc. administration
The committee would like to welcome a new member Jenny Ryder. We look forward to Jenny’s contributions to
Indigo/Atauro Friendship Inc.
If you would like to be involved at the committee level please contact Mark Verbaken.
Email: mverbaken@wodonga.vic.gov.au
The current committee consists of Mark Verbaken (President), Libby Hosking (Secretary), Irene Cracknell (Treasurer),
Lesley Milne, Peter Croucher, Frances Walsh, Jenny Ryder and Rob Porter.

Indigo Shire Atauro Island Friendship Inc. Annual Meeting
This meeting will be held in October. At this stage it is scheduled to be held at the Indigo Shire Offices in Beechworth
but subject to covid restrictions may be held on Zoom.
Everybody is welcome .Please contact Jess Johnston on jess.johnston@indigoshire.vic.gov.au for details closer to the
date if you can attend.

Thank You
Once again thanks to all the Friends of Atauro for their on-going support. A special thanks to the 2020 Indigo Youth
Ambassadors, their schools and program co-ordinator Meg Sheehan.
To all the committee members thanks again for your contributions and I look forward to a productive 2022,
hopefully without the constraints of COVID – 19.

Mark Verbaken, Chair, Indigo Shire Atauro Island Friendship Incorporated

